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TASK 5 - Focus

TASK 5 Focus

Instructions: Perform a focused search on the term diabetes mellitus. When you have
completed your search and are satisfied with the results, click on QUIZ to check whether you
have searched effectively.

QuUIZ

QUIZ QUESTIONS

1. If we focus the search term diabetes mellitus, how many citations do we retrieve?

2. TRUE or FALSE? The article by Biron (May 1995) examines antioxidant agents in diabetes
sufferers.

Quiz answer 1

A focused search on diabetes mellitus will retrieve 24501 citations, but an unfocused (that
is, explode and focus are left unchecked) search will retrieve 36959 citations.

Quiz answer 2

False. The article examines anti-diabetic agents, not antioxidants.
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HINTS - TASK 5

Focus limits the results of your search to only those citations in which
the subject heading is the main point of the article. When a record is
added to the database, the indexer indicates which of the MeSH
Headings are the major focus of the article. We will now focus the term
diabetes mellitus to retrieve citations which consider the subheading
diabetes mellitus to be the main point of the article. Click on NEXT for
more hints.

Type the search term diabetes, and click on Continue, as you did in Task
3a. You can now check Focus, then Continue OR click on the term
Diabetes mellitus to get to the Tree display. Diabetes mellitus has 36959
citations. (You can check Focus in the Tree display too, and click on
Continue).

Note that you can focus your search term (diabetes mellitus) from the
Mapping Display page, or from the Tree page - you will get the same

results.
Screenshot

Subject Heading Exzplode Focu
DIABETES COMPLICATIONS [ |
DIABETES, GESTATIOMAL [ [
DIABETES IMSIPIDLIS [ |
DIABETES IMSIPIDS MEPHROGEMIC [ \ [
DIABETES MELLITUS [ ¥
DIABETES MELLITUS EXPERIMEMTAL [ [
DIABETES MELLITUS, L IPOATROPHIC [ |
MTARFTES MFEL L TTHS TYEFE 1 I I
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We are now on the Subheadings Display page for our search term
diabetes mellitus. We could limit the search further by checking one or
several of these subheadings, but we will keep our search broad, so
check Include All Subheadings. Click on Continue.

Screenshot

Combine selections with: |DR "I

Sutwings for: *DIABETES MELLITUS

¥ Include all Subheadings {(24501)
-- of chioose one or more of these subheadings --

B ™ jan - Analysis (1) oo
B [ /bl -Blood (2480) B /mn

B ™ fof - Cerebrospinal Fluid (1) aro

e . . & _— —

In Search History, we now have fewer citations for our focused term
diabetes mellitus (24501). The symbol * before our term shows us that is
has been focused.

To see a list of the first few articles related to your focused (*) keyword,
click on Display. Now try the Quiz in the Instructions to see if you have
searched effectively. You may now try Review Task 5, or click on Task 6
in the Contents menu on the left.

Screenshot
'search History | Results | Display
Heart Failure, Congestive/ 26466 +1 DISPLAY
1and 2 153 +LDISPLAY
oxp DIABETES MELLITLIS/ 102802 =LDISPLAY

*DIABETES MELLITUS/ 24501 = DISPLAY
iine Searches 1 Delete Searchas H gave Search/Alert /

| E Title

d or phrase (use "§" for truncation): ¥ Map Termn to Sublect Heading
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REVIEW - TASK 5

Review Task 5 - Question 1

Review Task 5 looks at what you learned in Task 5 about Focusing a search in Medline. Try the
questions that follow.

Subject Heading Exzplode Focu
DIARETES COMPLICATIONS [ C
DIARETES, GESTATIOMNAL B L
DIARETES IMSIPIDLIS [ i
DIARETES IMSIPIDWIS MEPHROGEMIC B L
DIARETES MELLITUS [ W
DIARETES MELLITUS EXPERIMEMNTAL B L
DIARETES MELLITUS LIPOATEOPHIC [ i
MTARFTES MFELTTHS TYEFE 1 I I

YES OR NO? Focus will limit the results of your search to only those citations in which the
exact word(s) of the search term is in the title of the article.

Review Task 5 - Answer 1

No. Focus will limit the results of your search to only those citations in which the search term
is the main point of the article. It may or may not appear in the title. The indexer for articles
decides on 3 or 4 main points for each article.

Review Task 5 - Question 2

'search Histary | Results | Display
Heart Faillurg, Congastive/ 25466 . +1 DISPLAY
land2 - 153 | % DISPLAY

Rkl DIABETES MELLITUS/ 1nze02 =LDISPLAY

"DIABETES MELLITUS/ 24501 = DISPLAY
Wne Searches 1 Delate Searchas H Savie Search/Aler /

l '»-c‘. 5?3% = tﬂrﬁlu s _-j_klure i-iBld_ﬁ_J_ﬁ":search Tools

kY Authar il [ : Jaiirmal

d or ohrase (use "$" for truncation): ¥ Man Term to Sublect Heading

YES OR NO? Focusing your search term (e.g. diabetes mellitus) will retrieve fewer citations
than not focusing your search term.
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Review Task 5 - Answer 2

Yes. Focus enables you to make your search more specific, by retrieving articles which have
your search term as the main point. This will retrieve fewer citations for your search than an
unfocused search. Remember that the symbol * before our term shows us the search term has
been focused.

END OF TASK 5

© 2005 Ovid Technologies 5



