AR  Understanding Basic Search

What is Basic Search?

Extensive research with librarians, information managers, and end users has told us that different types of searchers use different styles
of searching. That’s why Ovid designed OvidSP with a variety of search modes that researchers can choose from, depending on how
they like to search and the type of information they need.

Basic Search employs Natural Language Processing (NLP), which was designed to retrieve the most relevant results possible from a
simple, complete search query. NLP takes a simple search query without the need for syntax rules, search conventions, or complicated
and redundant search strategies, and returns the most appropriate, relevant results available.

Basic Search goes beyond standard keyword searching, with the use of lexicons that are able to both verify spelling as well as expand
terms on the original search query by using “Include Related Terms”. (Note, too, that Basic Search was created with the future in mind.
Ovid will continue to enhance Basic Search with additional content-specific lexicons to make results more relevant in various subject
categories).

Understanding Basic Search includes sample scenarios of who uses Basic Search and when, as well as information on recommended
search query types, best practices, and more.

*  Who Uses Basic Search?.........c.cccccvveunecnecnecene. Page1-6
®  Search QUEry TYPeS....ccoovmreimeereeneeneerererineens Page 8
*  Whatis ‘Include Related Terms'?........c..cco...... Page 8
*  How Does Relevancy Ranking Work®.............. Page 9
®  Best Practices......coicicniniccncne Page 9

Who Uses Basic Search?

These include novice or advanced users who want to instantly generate a list of relevant results that are in any way related to their
search query.

Example:
A nursing instructor needs to review with ICU nurses how to insert a PICC line. A search of multiple ebooks and the Ovid Nursing

database generates an extensive list of book passages and chapters, as well as bibliographic citations where this specific technique is
discussed and illustrated.

1. From the database selection screen, select Books@Ovid and Ovid Nursing Database.
2. In Basic Search, enter a simple search query: how to insert a picc line.

3. Make sure to check the boxes for Check Spelling and Include Related Terms.

4. Click Search.

Search Cwid Murzing Database, Books@Cwvid

Basic Search | Find Citation | Search Tools | Search Fields | Advanced Owid Search ‘ Multi-Field Search

@ Enter your topic or |hc:w toingert a piccline | Search =

que.stu:un n . Check spelling Include Related Terms [ Lniversal Search
ordinary English,

¢ Limits [Click to expand)
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5. Search results are ranked by relevance and include book chapters and bibliographic records.

5P |

Customize Display | Reset Display | How Relevancy is Calculated Wiew &l Abstracts: D Sort By: | SCORE + | Results Per Page

Results of your search: how to insert a picc ine {Including Related Terms}

Wiewing 1-10 of 518 Results

Go to #: |:| GO = Remove Duplicates

Hext Page &

Score: widdd

»-

|:| 1, Oid Mursing Database Linck D, Donze &, Hamvas 4. Heonatal peripherally inserted central catheter team. E ion and out of a ® Ahstract
bedside-nurse-designed program. [Evaluation Studies, Journal Article, Research Support, Mon-LL 5, Gow't] Advances in Meonaial Care, 71 229, = Complete Reference
2007 Feb, = Qvid Full Text
Ul: 17536330 = Full Text
AN: 17536330 = Library Holdings

= Document Delivery

Authors Full Name = Bibliographic Links

Linck , Deborah A, Donze, Ann. Hamvas | Aaron.

P view abstract
Find Citing Articles

Internet Resources

Score: wirdkdd l

[z, Books@0vid Source: Hendbook of Geriatric Mursing Care (2nd Edition) = Complete Reference
D Publisher: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2003 = Ovid Full Text
Chapter: PERIPHERALLY INSERTED CEMTRAL WEMOILS CATHETER. IMSERTICR AMD CARE = Document Delivery

Passage: To insert a PICC Mote: Most regulating Boards require at least 8 hours of clazs time and three successful PICC insertions under the
guidance of a preceptor before a nurse iz considered PICC competent, Select the insertion site, and place the tourniquet on the patient's arm.
Aszess the antecubital fossa, If the patient will be receiving blood or blood products through the PICC line , use at least an 158G catheter,
Purchase Print Copy

6. Click on the book chapter search result to view the full text.

[#[rite [Eesrch Resutts Display

Books@Ovid
View Copyright Statement | Purchasae Print Copy
Handbook of Geriatric Nursing Care
= Table of Contents = PERIPHERALLY INSERTED CENTRAL WENOUS CATHETER INSERTION AND CARE = Implementation = To insert a PICC
Search | Current Book LIl Baoks | Check speling

- Toinsert a PICC ~ ~

To administer drugs To insert a PICC &
- o e e Mote: Most regulating Boards require at least 8 hours of class time and three successful PICC insertions under the guidance of a preceptor

. before a nurse is considered PICC competent.
dressing

- To remove aPICC Select the insertion site, and place the tourniquet on the patient's arm, Assess the antecubital fossa,

- complications If the patient will be receiving blood or blood products through the PICC line , use at least an 18G catheter, —

- Patient teaching Remowve the tourmiquet,

— Documentation Determine catheter tip placement of the spot at which the catheter tip will rest after insertion. For placement in the subclawvian vein,

usze the nonsterile measuring tape to measure the distance from the insertion site to the shoulder and from the shoulder to the sternal
[+1 PERITOREAL DIALYSIS notch,

[+]1 PERITONITIS

For placement in the superior vena cava, measure the distance from the insertion site to the shoulder and from the shoulder to the

{41 PET THERAP'Y sternal notch. Then add 37 (7.6 cm).

FL1 DI ENDR T EFELIC IO Ahif : Hawe the patient lie in a supine position with his arm at a 90-degree angle to his body, Place a linen-saver pad under his arm,

&_Onen the DICC te mid dron the vact of the ctavile itame antn the ctarils fiald
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Because Basic Search uses synonyms from a natural language lexicon, it uses any terms worthy of inclusion in the search. Users begin
with Advanced Ovid Search; then perform a Basic Search to “beef up” the Advanced Ovid Search, generating results that may be
peripherally related to the research, but still relevant. The comprehensiveness of doing both an Advanced Search, with its precision
control, and a Basic Search enables the user to expand the search scope to a complete set of results.

Example:

A medical librarian at a large teaching hospital receives a question from a second-year resident asking for the latest literature on
treating adenovirus hemorrhagic cystitis after allogeneic marrow transplant. She performs the search in EMBASE® because of its
comprehensive scope and pharmacological strength.

1. From the OvidSP database selection screen, select EMBASE.
2. Perform an initial search in Advanced Search mode.

+ Search History (5 searches) (Click to close) e Saved | %
|:| LY Searches Results Search Type Display T
] 1 exp Adenavirus / 1205 hdvanced “=pispLay |2
=
] 2 Hemorrhagic Cystitis/ 1399 hdvanced “ZDISFLAT |
b
|:| 3 allogenic bone marrow transplantation s RZB1 fdvanced -ElDISF‘LAY ﬂ
O 4 1and 2 and 3 12 Advanced “EDISPLAY
current treatment for adenovirus
|:| 5 hemorrhagic cystitis after allogeneic 503 Basi -EDISPLAY
. asic =
marrow transplant {Including Related
Terms}
3. Note that 12 results are generated from an Advanced Search.
AT
P |
Customize Display | Reset Display Wiew All Abstracts: D Sort By Results Per Page:
Results of your seiand 2and 3
Wiewing 1-12 of 12 Results “four Recent Searches [+]
|:| 1, MoriT., Yamada ., &iza ., Jemura T., Ishida 4., [keda ., Ckamoto 5, Cold agglutinin di iated with ad irus infection after = Complete Reference
- D allogeneic bone marrow transplantation [2]. [Journal: Letter] Bone Marrow Transplantation, 3603 Ypp 263-264), 2005, Date of Publication: Aug  w Ovid Full Text
2005, = Full Text
= Library Holdings
Find Similar Find Citing Articles = Document Delivery
= Bibliographic Links
= |nternet Resources

|:| 2z, Fioriti D, Degener &.8. , Mischitell b, , Widetta M., Arancio A, Sica 5., Sora FL, Pietropaolo W, BKY infection and hemorrhagic cystitis after = Abstract
allogeneic bone marrow transplant. [Journal: Article] /nternafional Journal of Immunopathology and Pharmacology. 18(2 ¥pp 309-316), 2005, Date = Complete Reference
D of Publicadion: Apr 2005, = Library Holdings
= Document Delivery
= Bibliographic Links
Find Similar | Find Citing Articles = Internet Resources

4. Enter a complete query in Basic Search - current treatment for adenovirus hemorrhagic cystitis after allogeneic
marrow transplant.

5. Make sure to check the boxes for Check Spelling and Include Related Terms.

6. Click Search.
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7.  Notice that there are more than 500 results.

AT
5P |
Customize Display | Reset Display Wiew &ll Abstracts: D Sort By: | SCORE + | Results Per Page:
Results of your se. urrent treatment for adenovirus hemorrhagic cystitis after all ic marrow tr plant {Including Related Terms}
Wiewing 1-25 of 503 Results our Recent Searches [+] Hext Page 2

Goto#:l:l GO =

Score: wikdd

|:| 1, Mivamura K., Hamaguchi 8., Taji H., Kanie T., Kohnao 4., Tanimoto 8., Saito H., Kojima ., Matsuyama T., Kitaori K., Magafuji K., Sato T., Kodera v, Abstract
Successful ribavirin therapy for severe adenovirus hemorrhagic cystitis after all ic marrow ir plant from close HLA donors rather Complete Reference
than distant donors. [Journal: Article] Gone Marrow Transplaptafion, 2575 pp 545-548), 2000, Date of Publicafion: 2000, Full Text

Library Holdings

Document Delivery
Bibliographic Links
Internet Resources

P view Abstract

Find Similar | Find Citing Articles

Score: wikdd

Abstract

Complete Reference
Library Holdings
Document Delivery
Biblingraphic Links
Internet Resources

|:| 2z, Fioriti D, Degener 4.8, , Mischitelli ., Videtta M., drancio 4., Sica 5., Sora F., Pietropaolo W, BKY infection and hemorrhagic cystitis after
allogeneic bone marrow transplant. [Journal: Article] internefional Journal of pathology and Pharmacology, 18(2 Xpp 309-315), 2005, Date
D of Publicefion: Apr 2005,

Find Similar | Find Citing Articles

In this case, users start out in Basic Search, entering a basic query in everyday language, then use the Complete Reference link to
uncover Subject Headings or controlled vocabulary terms they can then use in a precision Advanced Ovid Search.

Example:
A drug development team is working on a new arthritis drug and is in the early stages of due diligence and basic research on existing
competing products, specifically methotrexate. A junior member of the team does an initial Basic Search in EMBASE.

1. From the OvidSP database selection screen, select EMBASE.

2. Startin Basic Search mode, entering the following query in everyday language: side effects of long term use of
methotrexate for arthritis.

Make sure to check the boxes for Check Spelling and Include Related Terms.

4. Click Search.

W

Search EMBASE 199 to 2009 Week 07

Basic Search | Find Citation | Search Tools | Search Fields | Advanced Cwid Search | ftulti-Field Search

@ Enter your topic or |si|:|e effects of long term use of methotrexate for arthritis | Search =

que.stu:un n _ Check Spelling Include Related Terms  [_lniversal Search
ordinary Englizh.

» Limits [Click to expand)
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5. Click on Complete Reference in the second citation...

Customize Display | Reset Display | How Relevancy is Calculated

Wiew All Abstracts: D Sort By: | SCORE + | Results Per Page

Results of your search: side effects of long term use of methotrexate for arthritis {Including Related Terms}

Wiewing 1-10 of 509 Results

Goto#:l:l GO =

Hext Page =

Search Aid

Score: widdd

Your search

adverse effects
adverse reaction
adverse reactions

-

side effect

untoward effect
untoward effects
adwerse drug experience
adwerse drug experiences

complications
undesired effect

[T R,

P view Abstract

Find Similar | Find Citing Articles

Score: widdd

Find Similar | Find Citing Articles

...to reveal a list of Subject Headings and controlled vocabulary terms.

OResult 2.

Side effects of methotrexate treatment in patients with rheumatoid arthritis
D Swietkot ., Szechinski J.

Authors

Institution

Correspondence Address

Country of Publication

Subject Headings

Find Similar Find Citing Articles * Document Delivery
« Bibliographic Links
# Internet Resources
Score ke
Accession Humber 2005465435

Swierkot J, Szechinski J.

(Swierkot, Szechinski) Department of Rheumatology and Internal Medicine, Silesian Piasts University of Medicing, Wroclaw, Poland,

(Swierkot] Wroclawska 364, B5-012 Zerniki Wroclawskie, Poland,
J, Swierkot, Wroclawska 364, B5-012 Zerniki Wroclawskie, Poland, E-mail: jurekswierkotO@poczta onet.pl

Paland

Title Side effects of methotrexate treatment in patients with rheumatoid arthritis,
Source Advances in Clinical and Experimental Medicine, 17(4)ipp 357-394), 2005, Date of Publication: July fdugust 2005,
Publisher Wiroclaw University of Medicine

Abdominal Pain f zi [Side Effect
hcute Leukemia f i [Side Effect

adult;
Aze Distribution

hoed

Alopecia f i [Side Effect
Anemia / zi [Side Effect
Article

Bload Cooygen Tension

Blood Toxicity f zi [Side Effect
Breast Cancer / zi [Side Effect
Branchitiz f zi [Side Effect

Clinical Examination
Controlled Study

Link fo...

|:| 1, Kinder &.J., Haszell 4.B., Brand J., Brownfield 4., Grove M., Shadforth s.F. The treatment of inflammatory u Ahstract
Search terms used: arthritis with methotrexate in clinical practice: Treatment duration and incidence of adverse drug = Complete Reference
side effects D reactions. [Journal: Article] Rheumatology, 471 Xpp &1-65), 2005, Date of Pubtication: Jan 2005, Ovid Full Text
adverse effect Full Text

Library Holdings

Document Delivery
Bibliographic Links
Internet Resources

Abstract '

p adwerse drug reaction . A - N N - _ .
adverse drug reactions |:| 2z, Swierkot )., Szechinzki J, Side effects of methotrexate treat it in patients with rh toid arthritis. L]
.g [Journal: Article] Advences in Clinical and Experimental Medicine, 173 Xpp 387-394), 2008, Date of Publication: = Complete Reference
drug experience report D N N
. dulyfAugust 2008, = Library Holdings
drug experience reports = Document Deliver
toxic reaction Publisher = Bibliographic Link:
toxic reactions ‘Wrodlzw University of Medicine - Interngert :esources
toxic effects
» complication

Abstract
Library Holdings

content + tools + services
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6. Note, too, how methotrexate is also listed in the Subject Headings list. You can use these terms as search terms in
Advanced Search mode.

Cyclosporin & f cb [Druz Combination]

Cyclosporin & 5 dt [Drug Therapy]

Ciuretic Agent / a2 [Adverse Drug Reaction]

Diuretic dgent f cb [Drus Combination

Diuretic dgent f dt [Drug Therapy]

Folic fcid  dt [Drug Therapy]

Infliximab ¢ ae [Adverse Drug Reaction]

Infliximab ¢ cb [Drus Combination

Infliximab f dt [Drug Therapy]

Leflunomide f ae [Adverse Drug Reaction]
Leflunomide £ cb [Drug Combination]

Leflunomide ¢ dt [Drug Therapy

*Methotrexate 7 ae [Adverse Drug Reaction]
*Methotrexate f cb [Drug Combination]
*Methotrexate 7 do [Drug Dosel

*Methotrexate / dt [Drug Therapy]

Monsteroid Antiinflammatory Agent S ae [Adverse Drug Reaction]
Monsteroid Antiinflammatory Agent S dt [Drug Therapy]

Basic Search is ideal if you don’t know how a specific database works. Similar to the above scenario, clicking the Complete Reference
link displays the specific index terms or Subject Headings for that database. You can then use those terms in Advanced Ovid Search,
Basic Search, or any other OvidSP search mode.

Example:

A graduate student in agriculture is contributing to a paper for an academic publication. He’s at the initial stages of his research and
his faculty advisor has suggested he search in AGRICOLA, but he’s unfamiliar with the database structure. So he runs a “quick and
relevant” search in Basic Search to find out the index terms and Subject Headings.

1. From the OvidSP database selection screen, select AGRICOLA.
2. Enter the query in everyday language — effect of fungicide seed treatment combinations.
3. Make sure to check the boxes for Check Spelling and Include Related Terms.
4. Click Search.
Search AGRICOLA 1970 ta January 2003

Basic Search ‘ Find Citation | Search Tools | Search Fields ‘ fdvanced Owvid Search | Multi-Feld Search

@ Enter your topic or |eﬁeu:1$ of fungicide seed treatment combinations | | Search =

Slesitan i Check Spelling Include Related Terms D_lni'u'ersal Search
ardinary Englizh,

¢ Limits [Click to expand)
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5. Once the search results are generated, view the Search Aid to see the list of thesaurus terms for the AGRICOLA
database. You can also click on Thesaurus in Search Aid to display the exact section of the thesaurus related to a
specific term.

6. In addition, click on Complete Reference in a search result to display a citation’s Subject Headings and controlled
vocabulary terms.

s
5P |
Customize Display | Reset Display | How Relevancy is Calculated \iew Al Abstracts: [ sart By | SCORE ~ | Results Per Page:
Results of your search: EFFECT OF FUNGICIDE SEED TREATHENT COMBINATIONS {Including Limited Related Terms}
Wiewing 1-10 of 566 Results Hext Page 2
Goto# |:| GO =
Search Aid Score: kkkdk l
Your search ) )
|:| 1, Lawrence, K.5 Schrimsher, D, Morris, B, EFFECT OF SELECTED FUNGICIDE SEED TREATHMENHT COMBINATIONS = Complete Reference
Search terms used: D ON COTTON SEEDLING DISEASE IH HORTH ALABAMA, 2007 [lournal Article, State, Provincial, Territorial, etc, = Library Holdings
fungicide Government Publication] Research repord series, 2008 Mar., no. 32, p. 41, = Document Delivery
w fungicides AH: IND4135744, = Internet Resources
Thesaurus
zeed Find Similar Find Citing Articles
seds
= - e T e T PP
Thesaurus Score: *kkkk
treatment
therapeutic aspects [Jz. Batson, Wiliam E. Caceres, Jacobo. Carvajal, Rafaela, E ion of selected seed treat it Fungicides and = Comp Reference
dizease management D combinations for kenaf stand establishment [Book., State, Provincial, Territorial, etc, Government = Document Delivery
combinations Publication. Bibliographies] [Mississippi Sdate, Miss ] Mississippi Agricelivral & Foresdny Experiment Stadion, = Internet Resources
additive 20007, Besearch repord § Mississippi Agricelivrel & Forestny Experiment Stafion ;vol, 22, no, 10,
addition AH: CAT11091344,
Narrow search Find Similar | Find Citing Articles |
Marrow your resulds by
Now you know the terms to use in an Advanced Search.
s
5P |
How Relevancy is Calculated
Results of your search: EFFECT OF FUNGICIDE SEED TREATMENT COMBINATIONS {Including Limited Related Terms}
Viewing #1 of 566 Results < Return to results  Mext Page &
Goto# |:| GO =
Search Aid [Result 1. EFFECT OF SELECTED FUNGICIDE SEED TREATMENT COMBINATIONS Link ...
n ON COTTON SEEDLING DISEASE IN NORTH ALABAMA, 2007 * Library Holdings
Your searc j
Lawrence, K.5,, Schrimsher, D, Morriz, B, ¢ Document Delivery
Search terms used! # Internet Resources
fungicide Find Similar Find Citing Articles
» fungicides
seed Score dhkkk
seds
» seeds Accession Humber INDA4135744,
treatment Author Lawrence, k.5, Schrimsher, D, Morriz, B
therapeutic aspects
dissase management Title EFFECT OF SELECTED FUNGICIDE SEED TREATMENT COMBINATIONS ON COTTON SEEDLING DISEASE IN NORTH
combinations ALABAMA, 2007
additive Source Research report series, 2008 Mar., no, 32, p. 41,
addition
ISSH 1072-074K
Narrow search Subject Headings Gozzypium hirsutum, seed cotton, seedlings, fungal diseases of plants, fungicides. seed treatment. dizeaze
Marrow your resulls by control, crop yield, Alabama.
b Subjects Category Code Plant Diseazes (Fungall [FS31]. Plant Production (Field Crops) [F120].
b Authors
» Journals Publication Type Journal Article, State, Prowincial, Territorial, etc, Government Publication,
L Englizh.
HAL Location 5B, B AZRAT,
Electronic Location bttp: £ A, a2, auburn, edu faaes fcommunications fresearchreports [07cottonr e, pdf Available from publisher's Web
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What types of search queries work in Basic Search?
Generally speaking, three types of queries work best when using Basic Search:

1. Group of terms: a concise expression of a concept
Childhood obesity in America

2. Full query: a question or phrase stated in plain English
What are the most effective treatments for childhood obesity?

3. Copy and paste a title: a variation of one or both of the other query types
Efficacy of maintenance treatment approaches for childhood overweight

Basic Search will take the search criteria (as in the examples above) and filter out words that are deemed to be irrelevant, or “noise”
words. With these words removed, OvidSP can identify concepts and validated terms to search for.

‘ ORIGINAL QUERY FILTERED WORDS VALIDATED TERMS
childhood obesity in America in childhood, obesity, America
What are the most effective treat- what, are, the, most, for treatments, childhood, obesity

ments for childhood obesity?

efficacy of maintenance treatment of, approaches, for efficacy, maintenance, treatment, childhood, overweight
approaches for childhood overweight

What is ‘Include Related Terms’?

One of the ways that OvidSP’s Basic Search extracts accurate results is by allowing the researcher to expand upon the
original search criteria with word variations, strong synonyms, and acronyms. This powerful strategy removes the need for
the redundant searching of like terms. For instance, from our above example, we can see the validated terms from the original
search criteria and the expanded search terms for which OvidSP searches:

VALIDATED TERMS EXPANDED TERMS

treatments treatment, therapy, palliative, relieve, ameliorate, alleviate, therapeutic, relief, therapies,
therapeutics, amelioration, relieving, alleviated, alleviation, alleviating, ameliorates,
relieves, alleviates, reliefs, management, intervention, cure, treated

childhood childhood, childhoods, child, children, kid, kids

obesity adiposes, adiposis, adiposities, adiposity, obesities, overweight, overweights
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How Does OvidSP’s Relevancy Ranking Work?

Researchers who are accustomed to command-line searching are used to seeing results that match their search criteria exactly. While
this can be an effective approach, in some instances it leads to an enormous number of results and, in many cases, does not always
deliver relevant results. This can require a number of additional searches in order to target desired content.

In contrast, Basic Search was designed to retrieve the most relevant results, not all results. The way in which OvidSP achieves this is by
evaluating certain criteria:

How many search concepts appear in the result

Basic Search assigns the highest relevancy to results that include all of the validated
terms within the original search criteria. For example, a passage that includes the terms
“treatments” “childhood” and “obesity” will have a more profound ranking than a passage
that only includes “treatments” and “obesity”.

How rare the terms are in the database
Terms that are rare are given greater weight than more common terms.

Where terms appear in a result

Terms that occur in the title of a citation or chapter are given greater weight than those that
occur in descriptor fields or section headings, while those that occur in abstracts or full text
are given even less weight.

How often the concepts appear in the passage (frequency criteria applies only to
books)

Concepts that appear a number of times within a passage gain higher ranking than if they
appear seldom within the passage.

Best Practices
To make the most of OvidSP’s Basic Search, follow the tips below:

* Be mindful of search query types — There are three types of searches that work best:

1. Group of terms: a concise expression of a concept
2. Full query: a question or phrase stated in plain, everyday English (free text)

3. Copy and paste a title: a variation of one or both of the above query types

®  Using "Include Related Terms” - When you select “Include Related Terms”, OvidSP will expand upon the entered search criteria
by including synonyms, acronyms, and variants of the original term(s).

® State queries concisely - For example, “noise” words detract from the concept: really big ekg changes in highly advanced
hypokalemia. Instead, keep it simple: ekg changes in hypokalemia.

® Use nouns more than verbs - Nouns are the natural home for concepts. They are easy to identify and have less ambiguity. There
is research supporting the idea that search quality is high when the strategy extracts noun phrases from queries and OvidSP has
adopted that approach.

* Do not force phrasing - Imposing quotation marks, parenthesis, or hyphens within a query causes OvidSP to not consider possible
expansions. For example in the search weather related migraine, if you force a hyphen in the phrase weather-related, you
lose all expansions on the word weather because OvidSP perceives the hyphenated phrase as a single term that has no possible
expansions.

® Select "Check Spelling” - Use the Basic Search spell checker to avoid common spelling errors. In addition, Basic Search provides a
spell checking option that checks your spelling against all terms in the lexicon and the database.
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